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1. QUESTION {#ccr31588-sec-0001}
===========

What is happening to a thinning of the right renal cortex (Figure [1](#ccr31588-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"})?

![A noncontrast abdominal computed tomography (CT). An abdominal noncontrast CT revealed a marked thinning of the right renal cortex and large staghorn calculi filling the middle calyces in both kidneys](CCR3-6-1387-g001){#ccr31588-fig-0001}

2. ANSWER {#ccr31588-sec-0002}
=========

Xanthogranulomatous pyelonephritis (XGP) with a retroperitoneal abscess fistulating to the psoas muscle and the ascending colon. :

An 89‐year‐old woman presented with a fever and right flank pain. Laboratory findings revealed leukocytosis of 28 800/mm^3^. Urine analysis revealed persistent pyuria. An abdominal noncontrast CT revealed a marked thinning of the right renal cortex and a large staghorn calculi filling the middle calyces in both kidneys and a right psoas abscess (Figure [1](#ccr31588-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}). Percutaneous drainage of the right psoas abscess was performed. The fistulogram revealed a nephron‐psoas fistula with contrast leakage and a psoas abscess. An intravenous pyelography showed a nonvisualized right kidney with calculus and communication with the ascending colon (Figure [2](#ccr31588-fig-0002){ref-type="fig"}). Considering the patient's overall condition and age, she was not a candidate for surgery and was treated conservatively. The patient died 4 months after the initial admission due to DIC.

![An intravenous pyelography (IVP). The IVP showed a right kidney with calculus and communication with the ascending colon](CCR3-6-1387-g002){#ccr31588-fig-0002}
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